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Types of Charts Used by 
Investment Professionals 

Vertical Bar Charts Horizontal Bar Charts

Scatter Graphs Pie Charts

Line Graphs Filled Line Graphs
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Institutions Generating 
Financial Charts and Graphs 

Morningstar                    Bloomberg

Chicago Tribune             Wall Street Journal

BusinessWeek Magazine     Financial Times

Barron’s                The Economist Magazine

Brokerage Firms             Research Organizations

Your Investment Manager or Consultant 
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Some Charts are Easy to Read & Understand
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Some Slides Need No Explanation!!!!
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Or This One!!!
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Scatter Graph
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But …..  Some Do!
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Morningstar – Good Equity Portfolio
Northwest Quadrant
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Morningstar – Bad Equity Portfolio
Southeast Quadrant
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MFS Utility Mutual Fund vs S&P 500
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Growth of $20 million portfolio

$15,000,000
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$27,000,000

$33,000,000

$39,000,000

$45,000,000

$51,000,000

$57,000,000

$63,000,000

$69,000,000

$75,000,000

$81,000,000

$87,000,000

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Growth of $20,000,000 to $87,240,638 in 15 years

Village of Utopia Police Pension Portfolio Versus Blended Benchmark
Past Fifteen Calendar Years, 1996 to 2010

Additional Revenue $33,019,789
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Vertical Bar Chart of Spousal Issues
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Market Timing Thought Process Gone Bad!
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Yield History of the 10 Year Treasury Note
Where will rates go from here?
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10 Year US Treasury Note Yield, Trading Range
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Interest Rate Changes in Basis Points

DURATION - PARALLEL SIMULATION
Impact of Interest Rates on Total Return
Comparison of Duration 2.2, 4.69, 9.27

Duration 2.20

Duration 4.60

Duration 9.27
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This is why you want to buy corporate bonds!
2012 Bond Yield Curve

As of April 11, 2012

Corporate bonds yields are 2, 3, 4 ….. 10 times higher 
than US Treasury securities!!!  

US Treasury US Agency IL Muni's
"A" Rated 

Corporate’s

3 month 0.07% 0.15% 0.40% 0.75%
1 Year 0.15% 0.22% 0.65% 1.10%
2 Year 0.30% 0.38% 1.05% 2.00%
5 Year 0.90% 1.00% 2.15% 3.20%
10 Year 2.03% 2.45% 3.64% 4.35%
30 Year 3.18% 3.32% 4.70% 5.75% 29



Corporate Bond Spreads 
US Treasury, AA, A, BBB as of 4/1/2012
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JP Morgan S&P “A” rated
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Vertical Bar Chart
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Total Portfolio Structure Pie Chart

TIPS
2% Call US Agency
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Pie Chart
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Pie Chart
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Equity Portfolio Style Weighting Charts
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Pie Chart
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Pie Chart
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Utopia Police Pension Fund Investment Returns
Blended Benchmark = BIGBI + S&P 500 Index (Same 

Percentages of Equity & Bonds as Utopia Police)

Blended Benchmark Utopia Police
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Vertical Bar Chart
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Vertical Bar Chart
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Horizontal Bar Chart
Histogram
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Horizontal Bar Chart – Equity Sector Weightings
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As of Jun 10, 2013 the Us Department of Energy estimates 
that the US currently has 1,161 trillion cubic feet of Natural 

Gas and 345 billion barrels of recoverable shale oil!

48



49



50



51



Brain Teaser Bar Chart

• Which candy bar contains the most chocolate?
– Almond Joy
– Nestle’ Crunch
– Krackel
– Butterfinger
– Hershey’s Bar
– Kit Kat
– Baby Ruth
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The Chocolate King
is Hershey’s!
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Statistics don’t lie,
statisticians do!

Learn how to decipher charts and graphs!
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I appreciate the opportunity 
to make a presentation today!

THANK YOU!

Gary Karshna
Capital Gains Incorporated

8060 W. Oakton Street, Suite 102, Niles, IL  60714
(847) 318-9975

gkarshna@capitalgainsinc.com

A special 
“thanks” to

Bill Rizer
Winfield Police 
Pension Fund
for providing 
many of the 

humorous slides 
in this 

presentation. 
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