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Your Financial Choices have 
consequences.  

A   +   B  =   C

Will you choose wisely?

2            2          2



Let your savings dictate your spending.  

Not the opposite.
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The Cardinal Rule
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The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 
- Chinese Proverb

20-years

The Watching Trees Grow Club
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Practice What you Preach



Why this conversation matters…

• 76% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck

• Almost 40 million households have no retirement savings.

• Median retirement savings is just $5,000 for ALL working age families.

• In total American consumers owe $19.8 trillion in debt

– $15 trillion mortgage debt

– $1.5 trillion student loan debt

– $1.03 trillion credit card debt

• 29% of Americans 55 and older have $0 in retirement savings.

• Financial issues are the #1 source of stress in America.

“Parents are saving for college at record levels – and they’re still coming up 
short”  - http://finance.yahoo.com/news/parents-saving-college-record-levels-125200869.html

(Please ask parents to put their retirement first!)
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Financial Snapshot



6

Two Money Crisis



Mean retirement savings of families by Age
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http://https://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/07/how-much-the-average-family-has-saved-for-retirement-at-every-age.html

Mean Retirement Savings

Note:  Numbers do 
not include Defined 
Benefit Plans



Median retirement savings of families by Age
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http://https://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/07/how-much-the-average-family-has-saved-for-retirement-at-every-age.html

Median Retirement Savings

Note:  Numbers do not 
include Defined Benefit 
Plans
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https://money.cnn.com/2017/10/20/investing/trump-stock-market-americans/index.html

46% of Americans don’t invest

1. This is a problem

2. Together we can solve it

First observation
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Your 1st Day of Work
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How much more 
does a car for sale 
for $15,000, cost 

than a car for sale 
for $12,000?

A Fairly  Common Math Question

www.kbb.com



The best money choices you make, 
come long before you buy your first 

stock, bond or mutual fund.
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An Important Lesson
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A car is being sold for $15,000? What will you pay?  
5-year $15,000 Auto Loan

A good credit score is as good as 
a raise!www.ford.com

The Importance of Investing



What if we ALL make $15/hour?

Or,

$30,000/year?
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Proposed Minimum Wage
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http://www.globalrichlist.com/

Proposed Minimum Wage



You need money to save money…
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Credit CardsHomes

Traps to Avoid



17

Traps to Avoid

Source: ClipArt
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Two Types of people:

1. Those that understand interest rates.

2. Those that DO NOT…

The Importance of Investing
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https://www.netflix.com/title/80166318

Why this conversation matters!
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Age is an OPPORTUNITY

The Importance of this Investing



Questions?
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Thank You
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“The Dow just hit 20,000, but half of America missed out”

- January 25, 2017 Headline

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/the-dow-just-hit-20000-but-half-of-america-missed-out-181139332.html

The Importance of Investing
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This is Important!

The Importance of Investing
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This is Important!

The Importance of Investing

https://www.diyinvesting.org/concepts/compound-interest



What if you fold a 
piece of paper 42 
times?
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The Importance of Investing
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The Importance of Investing

“By time I get to 20 foldings, my folded paper is 

more than 10 kilometers high, which surpasses 

Mt. Everest. 41 foldings will get me slightly more 

than halfway to the Moon, so that means 

that 42 foldings is all it takes! (Of course, good 

luck folding a real piece of paper more than 7 

or 8 times…)”

Paper Folding to the Moon – Starts With A Bang - ScienceBlogs

scienceblogs.com/startswithabang/2009/08/31/paper-folding-to-the-moon/

http://scienceblogs.com/startswithabang/2009/08/31/paper-folding-to-the-moon/
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Age is an Opportunity!

You’re in Control!

$465,280.57 

$242,994.93 

Investment totals
at age 65

Save & invest $3/day  for 
30 years, age 35-65

Save & invest $3/day for 

10 years, age 25-35
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We are 
Here

Here we 
are
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http://home.mp.morningstar.com/elabsLinks/FundamentalsForInvestors_2016.pdf

The importance of staying invested: Part 1



MARCH 25:  How much are you losing in 401(k) fees?

34http://www.cnbc.com/id/102528540



Disclosure:

C.S. McKee is proud to be a sponsor of The Missing Semester Financial Literacy Education 

Seminar. Any opinions addressed during these seminars are those of the presenter.
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